
Alliance for a social, civil and democratic university

In a rich country like Germany, 
education, culture, health, and 
social services could easily be 
adequately funded and made 
accessible to all.

Instead, with the “autumn of 
reforms,” we are threatened with 
social cuts everywhere. The 
“citizen's income” is to be 
abolished in favor of an even 
more restrictive “basic security” 
because, instead of taxing the  

rich more heavily, the poor are 
being declared a problem. To 
this end, money is being 
squandered on a “war-ready” 
military (what century are we 
living in again?). In North 
Rhine-Westphalia, too, the state 
government wants to cut funding 
not only for universities, with 
basic funding for universities to 
be reduced by 158 million euros 
annually from 2026.

The Faculty of Philosophy at the 
University of Cologne is 
currently discussing cuts 
affecting around 600 study 
places, 12 professorships, and 
approximately 24 research 
assistant positions, as well as 
other jobs in technical and 
administrative areas.

In these times of crises—wars, 
global armament, social in ‐
equality, right-wing develop ‐
ments, threats to democracy, 
climate change—we need more 
critical education and science, 
better social security for 
students—and also for teachers 
and staff—and more opportu ‐
nities for personal development 
and social participation, rather 
than these cuts. 

To improve study conditions and 
facilitate student engagement, 
we need a parent-independent 
student loan for all to ensure 
financial security, comprehen ‐
sive improvement of the 
situation for international stu ‐
dents, a reduction in perfor ‐
mance pressure, the abolition of 
minimum grades for master's 
program admission (education 
for all!), a rejection of all forms 
of elitism, and broad democratic 
involvement of all university 
members in university decisions 
on education and science.

By engaging with history, cul ‐
ture, literature, art, media, 
languages, etc., there is much to 
be learned for a good life for all 
– learning may be fun.
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„Enough bread grows here on earth,
For all mankind’s nutrition,

Roses too, myrtles, beauty and joy,
And green peas, in addition.
Yes, green peas for everyone,

As soon as they burst their pods.
To the angels and the sparrows,
We leave Heaven and its Gods.“

Heinrich Heine: Germany. A Winter's Tale, Caput I

Learning means changing
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