Der Wendepunkt : -

Socialists and other activists at University of Cologne

No to war!
Changing the Times: Critical, in solidarity, taking action!

»The only turning point that would truly deserve this name would be the moment when the era of violence came to an end.
(...) It is about a change of perspective. It is not about winning wars, but about winning peace. Peace does not fall from the
sky; it must be prepared and established. (...) But an important insight is growing, and that has changed: war is not right,
even if it is regulated by international law. It is, in and of itself, fundamentally and in its entirety, a crime. When it begins,
the decisive mistakes have already been made. Where it reigns, justice is lost. This insight is part of the ability to achieve

peace.”

Interview with Heribert Prantl in Falter: Debate on armament: “It is dangerous when contempt for pacifism prevails,” May 6, 2025

It has been said that freedom comes from taking it. So let us first take the freedom to work for peace.”

Indeed, every war—in Gaza, Ukraine, Yemen, Sudan,
Congo, or elsewhere—is a crime, a defeat for humanity,
and means unimaginable horror and the brutalization
of society.

What is politically desired “war readiness” other than
acceptance of this intolerable situation and
preparation for new wars under constant nuclear
threat? What future prospects can be expected from
the increasing orientation of the economy toward war,
the attempt to militarize civilian life—not least in
schools and universities—and compulsory
military service?

. . . \
Are diplomacy and attempts at civil (!

conflict resolution really being exhaus-

ted? Are the causes of warlike conflicts
and the prerequisites for lasting peace
solutions even being investigated? Or is
the enemy stereotype of “the”” Russian
(or “the” Chinese) being used to distract
geopolitical

superpower ambitions? Is there nothing

to be learned from history, from the
struggles of the peace movement, from

from economic and

critical peace research, and taken into consideration
anew?

Bertolt Brecht, Letter to the Congress for Cultural Freedom, 1951

The misery and the highly dangerous spiral of
escalation cannot be broken by preparing for war—
nor should they be. Those who question the “prac-
tical constraints” and seek ways to humanize
society, promote solidarity, and achieve peace will
find answers in the history and positions of the
peace movement and peace research: an end to
escalation and paths to lasting peace
are only conceivable and therefore
achievable  if

positive  development
prospects for all are taken into focus. This
means thinking together about possibilities
for civil and social development, discussing
them, and arguing passionately for their
realization—especially at universities. Peace is
more than the absence of violence; it is a
developmental task and requires cooperation to
improve living conditions and solve global
human challenges.

These are precisely the consequences that
have been drawn from the two world
wars started by Germany and that must be
realized today: the universal implementation of
human rights and international law, cooperation for
and thus the liberation of

social improvement,



humanity from the scourge of war. The UN
Covenant on Social, Economic, and Cultural Rights
(UN Social Covenant) therefore stipulates that
education should be made accessible to everyone
and should serve personal development and the

realization of peace.

And this is not just a wishful thought: in 1968, it
was student protests that drove the end of the
imperialist US war in Vietnam, social openness
through the BAf6G student loan system, and the
democratization of universities and society, leading
to a mental and political upheaval. The policy of
de-escalation and the destruction of 80% of nuclear
weapons can also be traced back to committed
scientists.

Today, there are over 70 voluntary commitments by
universities to civil objectives (civil clauses) for this
possibility. As a place of education and science, of
interaction and debate between students, teachers,
and colleagues from all over Germany and all parts
of the world,
location for learning and working to improve social,
cultural, and political living conditions as well as
natural resources.

universities today are a central

In this sense, the civil clause at the University of
Cologne is much more than a paragraph in the
constitution and needs to be revitalized at all levels

of the wuniversity. Otherwise, with the current

militarization, universities will degenerate into
instruments for justifying unequal and violent
conditions.

Today, the UN Social Covenant and the right to
comprehensive education for all enshrined therein

must be taken seriously: the competitive structures
within universities and the social precariousness of
students in particular stand in the way of this right
and are detrimental to health and joie de vivre.
Overcoming these conditions and fighting for social
improvements is not a defense of privilege, but on
the contrary, is fundamentally important for all
university members and society as a whole:
Adequate BAf6G funding for all is not only possible,
but also necessary so that everyone can receive a
comprehensive and critical education and become
involved in higher education and society.

Everyone has a role to play in bringing about

positive change: committed, attentive, critical,
engaged, working together with others.
With this in mind, we are involved in student

councils, student and university self-administration,
trade unions, the peace movement, and the SPD—
working toward a world in which people help one
another.

Protests against compulsory military service

Thursday, December 4, 5pm, Hans-Bockler-Platz
Organizer: DGB-Jugend Koln

Saturday, December 6, 2pm, Hans-B6ckler-Platz

Organizer: Alliance "Nein zur Wehrpflicht"

Our Meetings
Tuesdays, 19:30, Lecture Hall Vlla in the main building

Our candidates for the student parliament

1. Peter Forster (Kolner
Friedensforum, SPD)

densforum, SPD)

6. Andrii Konovalov
(AK Zivilklausel, BPL - Blind-
nis postsowjetischer Linker)

2. Agnes Kamerichs
(AK Zivilklausel, SPD)

3. Stefan Brackertz
(FS Physik, GEW)

7. Luca Sommer

8. Karoline Lange
4. Senta Pineau

o 9. Anita Goudarzi Malayeri
(AK Zivilklausel, SPD)

10. ZahraTehrani
11. Niklas Berg

5. Felix v. Massenbach
(AK Zivilklausel, Kélner Frie-

12. Patrick Sudowe 18. Julia Dielmann
13. Assad Johannes Shibli (FS Geophysik & Meteorolo-
(FS Physik) gie)

14. Marius Saam 19. Fatma Tuna

15. Uluer ,Bahar*
Slimeyye

20. Bernhard Greven
21. Annemarie Sich

16. Lisa Cora 22. Luise Helmstreit

Decker-Alonso

17. Sibylle Krause

23. Rasmus Metzger
(FS Physik)

For the student parliament: Wendepunkt
For the senate and "Engere Fakultdt" of the faculties: Liste Linker Aktiver

www.wendepunkt.uni-koeln.de



