
Open the gates of science!
For international cooperation instead of national “security research”

Der Wendepunkt                                

                                                                                                          
Socialists and other activists at University of Cologne

Warfare capability: Who benefits?
“It is precisely with his commitment to the military that Friedrich Merz (CDU) receives the loudest applause. ‘The Bundeswehr 
must return to the center of our society,’ the Chancellor calls out to the hall at the ‘Industry Day’ in Berlin—and the assembled 
business representatives clearly agree with him. Defense, security policy, and the ‘turning point’ are also key issues for 
companies and their lobbyists.”

Industry Day “Total Defense” – How Germany's industry is to become fit for war, “Welt” newspaper, June 23, 2025

Perspective
"Only an unconditional openness to the world is consistent with the self-image of the University of Cologne. Especially in times 
of resurgent national egoism and authoritarian developments, the university feels all the more obliged to fulfill its mission of 
being an open forum for discussion and a pluralistic place of activity for students from all over the world. (...) Far beyond 
academic education, the integration of students from non-EU countries into our education system and joint research with local 
partners in these countries can have a lasting effect in the interest of peaceful global coexistence based on mutual 
understanding and respect."

Statement by the Senate of the University of Cologne against tuition fees for students from outside the EU from 2017

Liberating: Enlightened Universalism
"The [bread scholar] will devote all his diligence to the demands made of him by the future master of his destiny. (...) His 
greatest concern now is to display the treasures of knowledge he has accumulated and to ensure that they do not diminish in 
value. Any expansion of his bread scholarship disturbs him because it sends him new work or renders the past useless; (...)
 

How different is the philosophical mind! [...] For him, all minds work—all minds work against the bread scholar. He knows how 
to turn everything that happens and is thought around him into his own property—among thinking minds, there is an intimate 
community of all intellectual goods; what one acquires in the realm of truth, he has acquired for all. – The bread scholar fences 
himself off from all his neighbors, whom he envies and begrudges light and sun, and anxiously guards the dilapidated barrier 
that only weakly defends him against victorious reason."

Friedrich Schiller, What is the meaning and purpose of studying universal history?, inaugural lecture in Jena, 1789

It is a capitulation to right-wing conservative 
propaganda and arms lobbyists and a narrow-
minded relapse into everything that enlightened 
education, science, and culture stand for: (Poorly) 
advised by the Federal Intelligence Service, among 
others, the Science Council, a “panel of experts” 
consisting mainly of professors from research 
institutions and universities as well as re pre -
sentatives from politics, published a position paper 

entitled “Science and Security in Times of Global 
Political Upheaval,” which is currently being 
discussed in the Senate of the University of 
Cologne, as it is at most 
other universities.

The paper stipulates that 
all scientific fields, from 
the natural sciences to the 
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humanities and social sciences, should be 
scrutinized for their contribution to essentially 
military-oriented “security research.” The voluntary 
commitments of universities to peaceful purposes 
(civil clauses) are to be called into question. Under 
the slogan “knowledge security,” a general mistrust 
of cooperation partners is being sown, and our 
fellow students and colleagues from countries of 
the so-called “Global South” in particular are being 
placed under collective suspicion of taking 
advantage and espionage. A culture of mistrust and 
suspicion is being sown against everyone. The 
literal wording is: "The efforts of recent decades to 
engage in international scientific exchange and global 
cooperation across system boundaries have 
significantly increased vulnerability. It is especially 
long-standing collaborations and personal 
relationships that can hinder or even prevent scientists 
from recognizing the changed situation and the 
changes that have become necessary as a result."

This opens up a long-overdue debate about the 
damaging impact of using universities for 
geopolitical purposes: The blanket termination of 
scientific cooperation with Russia and the non-
admission of numerous students and colleagues 
from Iran are part of a discriminatory development 
that is damaging to science and society and aims to 
harness universities for geopolitical purposes. 
Education and science in the sense of global human 
progress have nothing to hide 
and no knowledge to secure or 
isolate. On the contrary, they 
thrive on open debate and 
criticism, on opening the doors of 
universities to all, on different 
perspectives, points of view, and 
the widest possible 
dissemination.

Cross-border learning and 
working towards humane 
development is always an 

alternative. An example of this is the establishment 
of scientific cooperation with Palestinian 
universities, which is already being practiced in 
medicine and is being discussed throughout the 
university. In this sense, international scientific 
cooperation should be expanded in all areas—to 
promote democracy, sustainability, and peace, as 
the university itself has decided in its constitution.

Damit alle dafür wirken können, braucht es statt 
Haushaltskürzungen eine auskömmliche öffentliche 
Finanzierung aller Bereiche der Hochschule, statt 
verbreiteter studentischer Armut und Hetze im Stu-
dium ein Eltern-, Alters-, Herkunfts-, und Studien-
dauer unabhängiges BAföG für alle, das u. a. stu -
den tischen Austausch und soziales und politisches 
Engagement fördert und ermöglicht. Insgesamt 
geht es um einen Mentalitäts- und Kulturwechsel – 
Kooperation statt Konkurrenz, Lernen auf Augen-
höhe statt gehetzter Paukerei für die nächste Prü-
fung.

In order for everyone to be able to contribute to 
this, instead of budget cuts, adequate public 
funding is needed for all areas of higher education. 
Instead of widespread student poverty and stress 
during studies, there should be a BAföG (student 
funding) system for all, independent of parents, 
age, origin, and duration of study, which, among 
other things, promotes and enables student 

exchange and social and political 
engagement. Overall, it is about 
a change in mentality and 
culture—cooperation instead of 
competition, learning on an 
equal footing instead of frantic 
cramming for the next exam.

“There are no national borders that 
can prevent fraternization with like-
minded people.”

Kurt Tucholsky, “On Effective 
Pacifism,” 1927

Protests against compulsory 
military service
Thursday, Dec. 4, 5pm, Hans-Böckler-Platz
Organizer: DGB-Jugend Köln

Saturday, Dec. 6, 2pm, Hans-Böckler-Platz

Organizer: Alliance "Nein zur Wehrpflicht"

Elections
 
Student Parliament (Studierendenparla-
ment): Wendepunkt
 
Senate (Senat) & faculties (Engeren Fakul-
tät): Liste Linker Aktiver

Our Meetings
Tuesdays, 19:30
Lecture Hall VIIa in the Main Building

www.wendepunkt.uni-koeln.de


